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Annual Report

The KMA reopened June 24, 2020 after closely abruptly in mid-March. The reopening
anticipated by a few days the July 1 start of the 2021 fiscal year and the long, slow process of
moving toward something resembling the pre-pandemic normal. It felt good to do again what
an art museum does, even as we kept a watchful eye on the public health numbers and
anxiously awaited the production and distribution of a vaccine (which finally became widely
available in spring 2021). For most of the year, visitation was limited to 100 visitors per day,
with timed reservations to control traffic flow and numbers, and stringent protocols to protect
floor personnel and visitors. Masks were required in all public areas and the common areas of
the office. No one seemed to mind the restrictions. The KMA was one of the first public
facilities in the area to reopen, and people were happy to get out of the house. Staff were
encouraged to work remotely, and meetings and programs were on Zoom.

Even though for most of the year there was no on-site programming, we continued to generate
guality content and experiences for children and adults that could be accessed remotely. The
beautiful new classroom spaces carved out of former auditorium, which were completed just as
the shutdown began, turned out to be perfect for video production. Indeed, one of the
surprising positive outcomes of what was in so many ways a challenging period was the
expansion of our capacity to connect with more people in new ways. The KMA Collectors
Circle, in a joint venture with the Asheville Art Museum, kicked off its new season in the fall
with virtual visits to collectors’ homes in Knoxville and Asheville. In December, the KMA Guild
presented its annual Holiday Homes Tour, a beloved holiday tradition, as a completely virtual
event, raising more money for the KMA than anticipated. The newsletter made the transition
to a fully digital publication. We honored the invaluable contributions of the KMA’s hundreds
of volunteers with a virtual Volunteer Appreciation Reception in April. By then, we were old
hands at organizing virtual events.

Not everything during the year was experienced through a laptop screen, however. By spring
2021, it was possible, with lots of limits and restrictions (not to mention a fair amount of social
awkwardness) to host limited in-person events. We are overjoyed that L’Amour du Vin, the
KMA'’s largest single revenue source, went on as planned and was a huge success, animated by
the joy of (masked) friends being with one another after so long apart. And, thanks specifically
to the disruption of the pandemic, Beauford Delaney & James Baldwin: Through the Unusual
Door enjoyed an extraordinarily long run, through October 25 (it had opened in February). The
exhibition was originally slated to close in early May and dozens of important works returned to
institutions around the country. Now those institutions were mostly closed. Nearly very lender
to the exhibition generously extended their loans, so we were able to keep the exhibition on
view far longer than we could have dreamed. Another COVID win! This groundbreaking
exhibition stands as an exceptional achievement in the KMA’s history, representing the highest
and best expression of the KMA’s focus on the art and artists of East Tennessee. Through the
Unusual Door raised the KMA’s national profile, made a significant contribution to Beauford
Delaney scholarship, boosted our institutional capacity (we are now much better positioned to
carry out such ambitious projects), and enhanced Beauford Delaney’s visibility locally.
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Following the October closing of Through the Unusual Door, the annual East Tennessee
Regional Student Exhibition went ahead as planned in November and December, but without
the usual public celebration for exhibiting students and their families.

Pandemic disruptions inspired some useful collaborations among cultural institutions in the
region, as we all scrambled to salvage the exhibition schedules abandoned in March 2020. A
Lasting Imprint: Rendering Rhythm and Motion in the Art of Black Mountain College, drawn
from the collection of the Asheville Art Museum, opened in January 2021. A Lasting Imprint
documented an intense, experimental moment in American modernism that played out in
Western North Carolina, demonstrating once again the unexpected cultural richness and
sophistication to be found in Appalachia. In exchange, we shared with our colleagues across
the mountains in North Carolina a show of Beauford Delaney material from our collection. (A
similar exchange was planned for the following year with the Hunter Museum of Art in
Chattanooga.) We were also able to present Homegrown, an outdoor installation by Katie
MacDonald and Kyle Schumann, the product of a fellowship at the University of Tennessee
Knoxville’s College of Architecture + Design, and Sculptural Objects from the KMA Collection.
The year finished up with two special exhibitions drawn from the KMA collection: A View of the
City: Knoxville and Undercurrents: Recent Acquisitions of Contemporary Art. For the first time
in our history, all three floors of the KMA were dedicated to showing our own holdings. This
unprecedented situation in part reflected circumstances imposed by the pandemic, but also
spoke to the impressive growth of the collection over the past decade or so.

Acquiring important new works continued in the 2021 fiscal year, global pandemic
notwithstanding. It was particularly gratifying to be entrusted with several paintings by
esteemed Knoxville Impressionist Catherine Wiley’s by the artist’s descendants, including Young
Woman with Parasol Reading, 1915, the gift of the Edwin Packard Wiley family. Thanks to the
KMA Collectors Circle, we were able to purchase a monumental painting by Knoxville artist and
University of Tennessee faculty member Jered Sprecher that had been on loan for years in
Currents, the museum’s permanent exhibition of contemporary art; a pair of prints by fellow UT
faculty member Althea Murphy-Price; and an important work on paper by internationally
acclaimed artist Willie Cole.

The KMA began in the fall of 2019 the process of developing new strategic goals to chart the
way for the next several years, with the idea of completing the process by spring of 2020.
Circumstances, of course, intervened, and it took until May 2021 to finalize and approve the
new strategic plan, which very much continues and reinforces the museum’s current direction.
The focus on regional content and programming is clear from the opening statement: “The
Knoxville Museum of Art celebrates and explores the rich and diverse visual culture of East
Tennessee and its connections to the wider world.” The plan goes on to stress diversity in
exhibitions, programs, staff, volunteers, visitors, and stakeholders; using technology to enhance
the visitor experience and engage new stakeholders; the importance of operating ethically,
responsibly, and transparently as a public trust; enhancing our community’s quality of life and
economic development; and meeting people where they are, creating the potential for life-long
learning and introducing new ideas. Perhaps the most important action step in the plan,
around which many other parts of the plan are constructed, is the complete rethinking,
reinstallation, and upgrading of the museum’s flagship permanent exhibition Higher Ground: A
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Century of the Visual Arts in East Tennessee. It’s been 12 years since Higher Ground first
opened, mostly with borrowed works, and we now have a much bigger and richer collection to
present. The new installation will also feature a more robust interpretive apparatus to engage
visitors (including a phone audio tour) and in general tell our story in a more vivid way. We are
confident that this project, with completion anticipated by fall 2023, will attract substantial
support from national foundations and funding agencies (just as Through the Unusual Door
did). Other planks in the new strategic plan address our commitment to diversity and inclusion;
beefing up staff resources; and procuring the funding we need to carry out our mission
effectively.

In that terrible spring of 2020, when we were putting the final touches on the 2021 fiscal year
budget, things were uncertain, if not downright scary. No one knew what a global pandemic
would mean, how long the shutdown would last, how much lasting economic damage there
might be. We shaved down our original revenue projections for the coming year, and trimmed
projected expenses accordingly. Much of that reduction came out of senior staff salaries, since
people are by far the KMA'’s largest expense (as well as its greatest asset!). Things went much
better than we could have dared dream, however. Our friends and supporters responded
generously and with alacrity to a special appeal, contributing more than $150,000 to what we
titled the Resilience Fund, which covered any projected revenue losses and allowed us to make
good at mid-year the salary reductions imposed earlier in the year. The 2021 fiscal year was a
stress test, and the KMA and our community came through with flying colors. With this
generous local support and an infusion of Federal funding through the Paycheck Protection
Program, we ended the year in solid financial shape. We were even able to set aside additional
reserves for building maintenance, art acquisitions, a well-deserved bonus for staff, and cash
for a rainy day. It’s good to have some dry powder stashed away.

David Butler, Executive Director

FY 2021 At A Glance
Total number of visitors 21,161
Membership retention rate 64%
Number of membership households 1,063
Private gifts $792,089
Earned income $76,988
Endowment corpus $7,247,513
Total operating revenue $2,094,689
Total operating expenses $1,654,706



Clayton Society
($100,000 and above)
AHB Foundation—
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Bailey
Clayton Family Foundation—
Mr. and Mrs. James. L. Clayton
Mary Hale Corkran
The Guild of the Knoxville Museum of Art
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heller
Edwin Packard Wiley Family

Chairman's Club ($50,000-$99,999)
Bandit Lites—Mr. Michael Strickland
Blackberry Farm—The Beall Family
City of Knoxville
Haslam Family Foundation—

Pilot Flying J—

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Haslam Il
Tennessee Arts Commission
Terra Foundation for American Art

Grandmasters ($25,000-$49,999)
The Aslan Foundation
Bistro by the Tracks—
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Burleson
Mr. and Mrs. David Colquitt
Chef Cassidee Dabney
East Tennessee Foundation
Frank & Virginia Rogers Foundation
Knox County Government
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Harrison
Ms. Lane Hays
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Land
Lexus of Knoxville—
Mr. and Mrs. Doug White
The Estate of Dan McGehee
Pharma Packaging Solutions—
The Lederer Family
Regal Cinemas
The Trust Company of Tennessee—
Mrs. Sharon M. Pryse

Masters ($10,000-$24,999)
All Occasion Party Rentals—
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Turner
Bennett—Ms. Jeannie Bennett
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Brewington
Mr. and Mrs. Elder Brown, Jr.
Dr. David Butler and Mr. R. Ted Smith
Chateau Montrose—
Mrs. Melissa Bouyges
Darioush Winery
Dominion Group
Emerson Automation Solutions
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Feinbaum
Joe and Ruth Fielden
The Gilliam Montgomery Group of UBS—
Ms. Rosemary R. Gilliam
Dr. and Mrs. Jason Hall
The Honorable and
Mrs. William E. Haslam
Home Federal Bank
Molly and Bob Joy
Ms. Vicki S. Kinser
Ms. Sheryl Linck
Mr.* and Mrs. James McDonough
Monaco—Mr. Richard Jansen
The Estate of Karen J. Petrey
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rodgers
Schmid & Rhodes Construction
Company, Inc.—Mr. and Mrs.
David Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. L. Caesar Stair Il
Mr. John Trotter
UBS Financial Services
Ms. Crystal Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Wagner 111
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Watkins
Z Media Ventures

Sustaining ($5,000-$9,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Whitfield Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. James Bell

The Harper and Bromley Families
Cherokee Distributing Company
Clayton Homes

Mr. and Mrs. Christian Corts
Johnnie and Bryant Creel

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Crist
Denark Construction, Inc.—
Mr. and Mrs. Raja Jubran
Dr. and Mrs. Tracy W. Dobbs
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Everett
Joe and Katherine Fielden
FirstBank
Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Furrow
Mr. and Mrs. Flynt Griffin
Bob's Liquor and Wine—
Ms. Ashley Haun
Mr. and Mrs. John Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Harris
Mrs. G. Turner Howard, Jr.
IBM International Foundation
KaTom Restaurant Supply, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew R. Kaye
Knoxville Graphic House
Ms. Tammy Kaousias
Mr. and Mrs. Jay McBride
Chef Tory McPhail—
Commander's Palace
Merchant & Gould—
Mr. John Winemiller and Dr. R.J. Hinde
Ms. Cynthia Moxley and
Mr. Alan Carmichael
Dr. and Mrs. Hassan Nadrous
The Petrone-Speight Family
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Regions Bank
Ms. Alexandra Rosen and
Mr. Donald Cooney
Rotary Club of Knoxville
Roberto and Denise Stewart-Sanabria
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Sealy
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Smith IV
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Sprouse
Mr. L. Caesar Stair IV
Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Steenrod
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Stevens
Stokely Special Arts Endowment
Mrs. Harry Stowers*
Mr. Joseph W. Sullivan 111*
Truist
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Turley
UT-Batelle
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Welch
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Worsham
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Zeanah

Benefactor ($2,500-$4,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Apking
Arista Winery
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard E. Bernstein
Ms. Kreis Beall
Mr. and Mrs. Al Blakley
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bobo
Mr. Ashley Capps and
Dr. Maria Birgit Clark
Ms. Lisa Carroll
Coldwell Banker Wallace, Realtors
Dr. and Mrs. John Diddle
Dover Properties
Mr. and Mrs. David Dugger
Dr. and Mrs. R. Kent Farris
Finch Photography—Ben Finch
Friedman's Appliances
Mr. Lou Gauci and
Mrs. Kathy Franzel-Gauci
Chef Holly Hambright
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Haslam Il
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Hartley
Harvest/Nama/Wicked Chicken
Mr. and Mrs. Russ Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. James Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Krauss
LAMP Foundation—Mrs. Townes Osborn
and Mr. Robert Marquis
Ms. Laura Lyke
Malibu Boats
Dr. and Mrs. Robert O. Martin
Mr. James D. Mason
Melrose Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mervis
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Natelson
News Talk Radio 98.7

O. P. Jenkins Furniture & Design
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Parent

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Park

Mr. and Mrs. Jan Peters
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Ms. Mary Rayson

Schaad Companies

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Smith
The Spire Collection

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Taylor

Mr. John Z. C. Thomas

Visit Knoxville

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Wortham

Directors Circle ($1,000-$2,499)

@home audio-video
Mr. and Mrs. W. Robert Alcorn, Jr.
All Occasion Catering—

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Green
Amica Insurance
Ms. Pandy Anderson
Arts & Cultural Alliance
Aside Project Studio
Babalu
Dr. and Mrs. George R. Baddour Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Bailey
BarberMcMurry Architects
Dr. Jack Barlow and

Ms. Diane Humphreys-Barlow
Mr. Samuel E. Beall, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bentley
Beverage Control, Inc.
Bluejack Concrete Surfaces
Ms. Sandi Burdick and Mr. Tom Boyd
Mr. and Mrs. John Buntin
Mr. Christopher Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Caudle
Dr. and Mrs. Jefferson Chapman
The Club at Gettysvue
Mr. Ken Cagle and Mr. Ben Keyser
Mr. Roy Cockrum
Coleman'’s Printing and Awards
Mr. F. Michael Combs
Mr. and Mrs. John Compton
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Congleton
Ms. Barbara Cook
Joseph and Norma Cook
Mr. John M. Cotham
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth T. Creed
Mr. Robert R. Croley
D & V Distributing
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Daniel
Ms. Victoria Daniel-Cape
Ms. Erin Donnell
Ms. Judy Doyle
Mr.* and Mrs. Myron C. Ely
Empire Distributors of Tennessee
Mr. and Mrs. Carl W. Eshbaugh
Est8te
Express Frame
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Faerber
Ms. Mardel Fehrenbach
First Horizon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Ford
Mr. Rick Fox and Mr. Ralph Cianelli
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Fugate
G&G Interiors
Chef Matt Gallaher
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Gilbertson
Ms. Jenny Glover
Ms. Nancy S. Gnilka
Janet and Russell Greer
Madeline and Doug Griffey
Drs. Dorothy and John Habel
Mr. Garrett Hartley
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harr
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Harrison
Harper Auto Group
Dr. and Mrs. H.M. Hashemian
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hawthorne
Mr. and Mrs. John Haynes
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Heinz
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hess
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hillmer
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Holdbrooks

Home Choice Windows & Doors, LLC
Mr. Ernie Hoskins and Mr. Todd Cramer
Mr. and Mrs. Chad House
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Humble
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hyde, IlI
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Irwin
Jerry's Artarama
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Jernigan
William and Sally Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Johnston
Mrs. Howard F. Johnston
Jonathan Miller Architects
Knoxville Beverage Company
Knoxville Garden Club
Ms. Maribel W. Koella
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne R. Kramer
Mr. John Law and Mr. Jarrod Blue—
Law's Interiors
Mr. Jerry Ledbetter and
Ms. Merikay Waldvogel
Mr. Robert Lederer
Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher Lee
Ms. Sherri P. Lee
Mr. Beauvais Lyons and Ms. Diane Fox
Dr. Luke Madigan and Dr. Monica Crane
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Madigan
Dr. Kimbro Maguire and Dr. Penny Lynch
Dr. and Mrs. Reinhold Mann
Mr. and Mrs. David Martin
Dr. Angela Masini and Mr. Terry Grove
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. McAdams
Neil McBride and Maureen Dunn McBride
Ms. Sheena M. McCall
Ragan Melton
Mr. Lee Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Neilson
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon F. Pace
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Peters
Chef David Pickney
Post Modern Spirits
Dr. and Mrs. David B. Reath
Mr. and Mrs. Geoff de Rohan
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard S. Rosenblatt
RT Lodge
Rose Moss Designs
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Rukeyser
Chef David Rule
Patricia and Alan Rutenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald K. Sandberg
Ms. Susan Seymour
Mr. and Mrs. David Schumaker
Mr. and Mrs. Bucky Sizemore
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Smith
Mr. James F. Smith Jr.
Ms. Donna G. Solod
Dr. Alan Solomon and
Ms. Andrea Cartwright
Mr. and Mrs. John Sorey
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Spencer Jr.
Springboard AV
Stephenson Realty and Auction
Taylor and Huie Fine Interiors
Tennessee Art Education Association
Mrs. Leslie Testerman
Mr. Stan Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Tibbals
Todd Richesin Interiors
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Tombras
Mr. and Mrs. Milton A. Turner
Triple C Distributing
Dr. Loida Velazquez
Ms. Nancy S. Voith and
Mr. Kenneth A. Stark
Drs. Dwight and Jan Wade
Ms. Diana Warner and Mr. Edward Pasto
Terry* and Donna Wertz
Mr. and Mrs. Bill West
William Andrews Architects
Mr. Preston Williams
Ms. Jackie Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey A. Wolpert
Ms. Melanie Wood
Mr. Stuart Worden
Dr. and Mrs. Dale C. Wortham
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Wyrick
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Youngblood

*deceased



Ying Ayliffe
Pamela Chips
Louis Gauci
Nazzy Hashemian
Debbie Jones
Courtney Lee
JayMcBride

Mike Rodgers
Mollie Turner

KNOXVILLE MUSEUM OF ART
Board of Trustees and Staff

Fiscal year 2021 (July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021)

Board of Trustees

Chair: Caesar Stair IV
Chair-Elect: Julia Bentley
Secretary: June Heller
Treasurer: Steve Bailey
Immediate Past Chair: Allison Lederer

Steve Bailey
Annie Colquitt
Madeline Griffey
June Heller
Molly Joy
Beauvais Lyons
Leslie Parent
Caesar Stair, IV
Darris Upton
Terry Wertz

Julia Bentley
Monica Crane
Hunter Harrison
Susan Hyde
Matt Kaye
Karen Mann
Sylvia Peters
Rosalyn Tillman
Loida Velazquez
Taylor Wortham

EX OFFICIO TRUSTEES
David Butler (Executive Director)
Barbara W. Bernstein (Honorary)

James L. Clayton (Honorary)
Tammy Kaousias (Legal Counsel)
Emily Cox (Guild President-elect)
Geoff and Len de Rohan (Collectors Circle Co-chairs)

Chris Cannon

Johnnie Creel

Kitsy Hartley

Courtney Jernigan
Allison Lederer

Angela Masini

Patricia Brake Rutenberg
John Trotter

Charlie Wagner

David Butler
Lori Calvert
Margo Clark
Susan Creswell
Denise DuBose
Donald Fain
Delena Feliciano
Clark Gillespie
Jonathan Hash
Joyce Jones
Rosalind Martin
Maggie Meyers
Carla May Paré
Travis Solomon
Angela Thomas
Stephen Wicks

Full-time Staff

Executive Director

Director of Development

Director of Membership & Grants

Shop Manager

Director of Administration

Maintenance Technician

Assistant Director of Education

Collections Manager

Visiter Services Manager

Director of Finace

Director of Education

Director of Administration for Development
Director of Fundraising Events and Special Projects
Facility and Security Manager

Director of Marketing

Barbara W. and Bernard E. Bernstein Curator
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